
World Games Athlete Bios  

Amanda Church is a member of the Special Olympics Team USA 

aquatics team from North Easton, Massachusetts. Her favorite hobbies 

are watching her favorite team, the Oakland A’s, on TV; watching college 

soccer and basketball – especially March Madness! Special Olympics has 

changes Amanda’s life by building her confidence in public speaking 

because she is a Global Messenger.  It has also given her the opportunity 

to make friends and have fun as well as becoming physically fit from her 

training and competing. Amanda has always dreamed for this opportunity, 

and hopes Special Olympics continues to grow so more athletes can have 

the experiences she has. 

Amanda Church is a Special Olympics athlete from Easton Massachusetts who has competed 

in basketball, aquatics, and flag football. She was an intern for the Special Olympics 

Massachusetts South Section Office in Taunton, MA. Amanda was inducted into the Special 

Olympics Massachusetts Hall of Fame in September of 2012. 

Amanda has two older brothers, Todd and Jared. Amanda loves to spend time with her nieces 

and nephew when she gets a chance to go visit them in Chicago. Amanda lives with her dad 

Jim and mom Jackie, enjoys their company and hopes to grow up to be just like both of them. 

 

Christopher Drewniak is a Special Olympics Team USA bowling athlete 

from Ludlow, Massachusetts. His favorite hobbies are collecting elephants 

and trophies as well as taking pictures. Christopher’s Special Olympics 

experience began at the age of ten when a local gymnastics coach at 

Thompsons in Hadley, MA asked if he would like to compete in Special 

Olympics – Christopher said yes! Participation has changed Christopher’s 

life by making him feel strong and powerful, as well as connecting him with 

new people, coaches and friends. He is also not afraid to talk to volunteers 

or other athletes and coaches from competing teams. Attending World 

Games will be a good experience for Christopher. He can’t wait to compete and meet new 

people from different countries. Christopher says being in LA without his family will build his 

confidence and help him work on his independence. He hopes to go to more Nation and World 

Games in the future. 

In 2010, Christopher was a member of the Massachusetts Delegation to National Games in 

Lincoln, Nebraska. He earned silver and bronze medals in the doubles and team competitions 

respectively. Off the field, Christopher was a member of the Ludlow High School National Honor 

Society and awarded the Student of the Week honor twice. Aside from his accomplishments in 

the sports world and in his academic pursuits, Christopher has a passion for photography. He 

was the photographer for the Ludlow High yearbook and received an A in a 3-credit 

photography course at the local technical college. If all that wasn’t enough, Christopher is an 

Eagle Scout with Troop 182 in Ludlow, MA. 

  



 

Jennifer Harrington "It is the most exciting thing that has ever happened 
to me, I hope more people will have a chance to join Special Olympics," 
says Jennifer Harrington of Massachusetts, when asked about being 
selected for Special Olympics Team USA. "I've made new friends, 
[through Special Olympics] the coaches believed in me and pushed me to 
be where I am today. I am more outgoing and talk to more and different 
kinds of people," says Harrington. When she's out of the water Harrington 
likes movies and activities, puzzles, reading and phone chats. She is also 
an accomplished hiker. Jennifer is an Adirondack 46’er a club exclusive to 
athletes who have climbed all of the 4000+ foot high peaks in the 

Adirondacks. With an eye on the future, Jennifer hopes more people have a chance to join the 
Special Olympics movement! 

Laurene Rice is from Worchester, Mass and she's "happy to be chosen 
and will do my best for MA".  She's participated in SO for over 30 years – 
joining through her school program - and says it's allowed her to make 
new friends and has taught her how to push herself. Laurene will be 
competing in Athletic/Track and Field events while at World Games. One 
of her biggest accomplishments on the playing field was winning a silver 
medal in the 1500 walk at the 2010 National Games in Nebraska. When 
not competing, Laurene loves taking care of animals.  

 

Michael Shapiro is a member of the Special Olympics Team USA 
Athletics/Track and Field team. He will be competing in the 100 meter 
Dash, shotput and the team relay at World Games. He's 42 years old and 
is from Massachusetts.  He says he's very excited to be a member of the 
team and is looking forward to meeting new people and winning gold 
medals!  He says that he is excited to experience competing in front of 
thousands and thousands of people in LA. Michael’s Special Olympics 
career has included a trip to National Games with his basketball team in 
2010 and most recently attending the National Games last year as a track 
athlete. Michael’s personal best time in the 100 meters is 16 seconds! 

Michael enjoys bike riding and playing softball. He says that his mom is involved and serves as 
team photographer.  

Brandon Wood Brandon is from Westfield, MA and loves being a part of 
Special Olympics Massachusetts because he has been able to make new 
friends from around the state. This is Brandon's first time going to World 
Games and he's excited to meet people from different countries.  He said 
competing in the USA Games was a goal of his and after that he trained 
hard to make it to World Games. Brandon has been competing in Special 
Olympics Events for nine years and since 2006, he has been awarded at 
least one gold medal at each of the state level games he has participated 
in. At the 2014 National Games, Brandon won two gold and on silver 
medals in his solo aquatics events and his relay team took fifth place. With 

all of his success, Brandon isn’t done! He looks forward to trying out new sports in the future. 


